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VOILA ICI LOOKS ONE TO
FOLLOW

Voila Ici is the horse to follow in the next few months. The
gutsy, grey colt put up a sparkling performance on Sunday
when finishing second, beaten by a length and a quarter by
the German globetrotter Quijano in the Gran Premio di
Milano. This is the best placing by an Italian-trained three-
year-old since 1990 when Rotatori finished second to
Tisserand. “I'm very happy with him and his gallant run
proved that we were right to have a tilt at this level. We got
beaten by an international horse like Quijano and the future
looks good for Voila Ici.” said trainer Vittorio Caruso.

Voila Ici was running for just the fifth time in the Gran
Premio di Milano. An impressive winner of his final start at
two, he finished second, beaten by the useful Papetti
(Shantou) on his comeback, before getting the nod for the
Derby Italiano with a six lengths win in a conditions race
over twelve furlongs at San Siro. Voila Ici ran a blinder in
the Derby, finishing fast from the back of the field to take
fifth. Caruso is rueful about the Derby: “The decision to cut
the trip from twelve to eleven furlongs for the first time
probably cost Voila Ici the Derby. He is a genuine mile and
a half horse, he needs time to get organised. Inside the
final furlong Voila Ici was flying but too late. It is not easy
to have a horse with a real chance to win the Derby, not
just a “Derby prospect”, and it is hard to accept getting
beaten over a trip shortened six months before the race”.

Diego Romeo, owner of Scuderia Incolinx, has put that
issue behind him and thinks of the future: “Talking about
the Derby being over twelve furlongs is a fantasy game... |
still believe Voila Ici would have finished second or third
because Cima de Triomphe and Permesso are two very
good colts. I'm very proud of his run in the Milano, he can
build on that and become an excellent four-year-old”.

Caruso has no fixed planning for the future: “First of all he
deserves some rest because the Milano is a tough race for
a three-year-old. We will see after the summer break. The
Gran Premio del Jockey Club looks the logical target for
Voila Ici but | don’t want to put too much pressure on him”.

Voila Ici, bred by Finanza Locale Consulting, cost €60,000
at the Sga Select Sale. He is the second foal and the first
winner out of Far Hope (Barathea), a talented juvenile
during her racing days. Far Hope, a Ir5,000gns yearling,
won the Listed Premio Vittorio Crespi and four other races,
and was bought by Cesare Cava's Finanza Locale
Consulting for €25,000 at SGA's November Sale as a filly
out of training. Far Hope has a two-year-old by One Cool
Cat, named Harmonieux, in training with Antonio Marcialis,
,a yearling colt by Rock of Gibraltar recently purchased
privately by Scuderia Effevi, and she is in foal to Oratorio.




