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RACING NEWS

BRIGHT FUTURE IN PROSPECT FOR
LONGCHAMP GR.2 VICTOR

Voila Ici is ready to step up following his win on Thursday
at Longchamp in the Gr.2 Prix Maurice de Nieuil. The grey
four-year-old outbattled Winkle and Shemima inside the
last furlong, opening some new windows for his future. “I
know Voila Ici can develop into a good stayer but he is just
a four-year-old and I don’t want to change so much in the
middle of the season,” said Vittorio Caruso, who trains
Voila Ici for Diego Romeo’s Scuderia Incolinx.

The son of Daylami, bought for €60,000 at the Sga
Selected Sale in 2006, will run over twelve furlongs in his
next races. “He has an invitation for the Gr.1 Japan Cup
and I think that this could be a suitable target for the end
of the season. Voila Ici is a strong horse, he just wants to
eat, drink, sleep and run. He will come back in the Gr.3
Premio Federico Tesio, the prep race for the Gr.1 Gran
Premio del Jockey Club. Everything going well, he will fly
to Japan. I want to see him in a race where the pace is
strong from the beginning,” added Caruso who has
already saddled a grey horse, the Champion Misil, in the
Japan Cup.

Jockey Mirco Demuro, who won the Japan Cup last year
with Screen Hero, is sure that Voila Ici could be the right
sort for Tokyo. “He is a funny horse, you have to push him
all the way and a strong pace will be an edge for him. He
has performed well in tactical races but he will be much
better in a tough affair,” said the jockey.

Voila Ici was bred by Finanza Locale Consulting, the
operation created by Cesare Cava. The breeder said: “I
bought his dam Far Hope as a broodmare prospect at the
Sga Sales. Following Voila Ici she has foaled a two-year-
old colt by Rock of Gibraltar, purchased by Scuderia
Effevi. She has no yearling and her foal is a colt by
Oratorio. She is in foal to Dalakhani.”

GRIZZETTI CHANGES HIS FRENCH PLANS

The leading trainer Bruno Grizzetti is enjoying a brilliant
time with his juveniles and has had a look at the French
programme. His first target is the Gr.2 Prix Robert Papin
at Maisons-Laffitte. “I have three candidates and I hope to
run two in the Papin. Orpen Shadow (Orpen) recovered
well after his game win in the Gr.3 Premio Primi Passi and
the Papin is a well positioned target. I had a think about
the Gr.1 Prix Morny but the race in Deauville is a bit late.
Marshade, the horse he beat in the Primi Passi, is a very
good one and I think Orpen Shadow could be a legitimate
contender for the Papin.”

His second string in the Papin will be Golden Ramon
(Captain Rio). “She is a very fast filly and the way she won

in May at Rome was very impressive. La Nuova Sbarra
bought the filly after that win and moved her to my stable.
Golden Ramon was disappointing in the Listed Premio
Vittorio Crespi but she was not ready to run at that level. I
sent her to Naples and she scored in fine style over five
furlongs. She deserves a tilt at the Papin and Mirco
Demuro will ride her,” Grizzetti revealed.

His third runner in France will be the unbeaten Joanna
(High Chaparral). “The Papin was her target for a while
but I decided to switch her to the Gr.3 Prix du Calvados,
against the fillies and over a longer trip. She won at five
and six furlongs just because she is very good. Joanna has
a lot of speed but her sire High Chaparral was a true
Classic horse. She still improving and I rate her very
highly,” he said.

MR KINTYRE LOOKS AT THE EUGENE ADAM

Mr Kintyre (Mull of Kintyre) will have a tilt at the Gr.2 Prix
Eugene Adam, on the same card as the Prix Robert Papin.
Gaetano Drago, who owns and bred the three-year-old, is
optimistic despite the big step up in class. “Mr Kintyre
won the Premio Merano, a Listed race at San Siro and
after that I had a look at the conditions book. In Italy there
is nothing suitable for him and I want to see him against
the best horses. I prefer to drown in a big pond than in the
smaller pool at home,” he said.

On Wednesday Mr Kintyre had a piece of work at San
Siro racecourse. “He pleased his trainer Sebastiano
Cannavò and his jockey Pierantonio Convertino. He looks
a much better horse now than two months ago. Mr Kintyre
is a very consistent runner, he ran just five times and he
likes his job. I know, the Eugene Adam is a very tough test
for him but he can snatch a place,” Drago added.

BLACK MAMBAZO GOES FOR THE DOUBLE

Black Mambazo (Statue of Liberty) will be the hot
favourite on Sunday night at Agnano in the Listed Premio
Città di Napoli, the summer’s top race for Italian sprinters.
The four-year-old, owned by Piero Riccardi and trained by
his brother Luigi, ran a very good race last time at
Chantilly when second in the Gr.2 Prix du Gros-Chene
behind Tax Free. “My brother told me that Black
Mambazo is fit and well and the Città di Napoli is the
perfect race for him. He won last year and we are going for
the double,” said Piero Riccardi.

Black Mambazo has the Gr.1 Prix de l'Abbaye de
Longchamp as a big goal in the autumn. “Last year he
finished eighth and ran a very good race. I think he is a
better horse now but we have plenty of time to think about
the Abbaye. First all we have to win the Città di Napoli!”
said Riccardi.

Black Mambazo will face a field of around ten rivals,
headed by Titus Shadow (Titus Livius).
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