Italy's Voila Ici arrives in Japan for Japan Cup bid

Voila Ici
Voila Ici, an Irish-bred, French-named horse representing Italy, is indeed here, in Japan after a relatively short journey from Europe. Voila Ici touched down at Narita International Airport on Friday morning at 7:10 and was then transported to the JRA Horse Racing School Quarantine Center, where he arrived shortly before 11 a.m.

Assistant trainer Sergio Urru said the journey seemed to have had no effect on the 5-year-old gray and his condition was normal. "We'll just be waiting for instructions from the trainer as to what we'll be doing for work," Urru said. "But, there are no plans to do anything too heavy while at the racing school. We'll likely pick up the pace gradually."

Voila Ici is trained by Vittorio Caruso and owned by Scuderia Incolinx. He was sired by Daylami out of the Barathea mare Far Hope. His career record stands at 11 wins for 20 starts and this year he has been given five races, two of which he won and two in which he finished second. His last performance was a second-place finish in the Premio Roma (G1), a race he captured last year. This year he was also second in the G1 Premio Presidente della Repubblica. He won the G3 Premio Federico Tesio.

Voila Ici has raced in Italy for all his races except one in France. He has been paired for all but his very first two races with jockey Mirco Demuro, who is also set to ride him in the Japan Cup. Demuro, well versed in Japanese racing after several stints here, won the Japan Cup aboard the locally-based Screen Hero in 2008. Demuro will be guiding Voila Ici over the horse's very first race run to the left.
